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Subject: BI Monthly Report for May 2017 

 

At the very beginning of this month we celebrated Labour Day holiday on May 01st. The 

cafeteria staff gave discounts on all the food and snack items in all of the canteens on campus. 

As for the administrative staff of BDA, they had an exercise/dance activity out in the quad 

triangle where they worked on team building and as for the teachers and students, they were 

given a one holiday for this.  

The secretary of the Embassy of Trinidad and Tobago Ms. Ayesha Wharton, reached out to me 

to inform me of an annual picnic event that happens every year in Beijing with all the Caribbean 

persons living in Beijing. The only requirement in order to attend the picnic was that we had to 

come with a dish from your home country. Due to the rules of the Foreign Dormitory at BDA, I 

was not able to cook something, however it was ok for me to purchase desert which I think was 

easy for me to get at the closest supermarket. The picnic took place on May 01st at Chaoyang 

Park started from twelve noon and finished around 7:00pm. Chaoyang Park is located east of 

Beijing. There is also a group on WeChat called “Caribbean People in China”, approximately 

over two hundred (200) persons is in this group chatting all at the same time, sharing information 

about things happening in China and talking about their daily experiences in Beijing. Knowing 

now there are so many Caribbean people in Beijing, I was enthusiastic to meet all these 

wonderful Caribbean people in person to sit and talk and of course laugh my belly full with each 

of them.  

Getting to Chaoyang Park was a serious task in itself. Aaliyah and I got lost twice on the way, 

thanking the Lord that our Chinese is much better than the first time we came into the country, 

where we were able to communicate with people in the subway stations for directions in 

mandarin and eventually found our way to the meet up point in the park where we arrived just 



MORIBA FRANCIS  

DAF SCHOLARSHIP WINNER  

2016-2017 

 

about 2:00pm. When we go there Aaliyah and I were the only two Trinidadians there first. The 

moment I arrived I felt good about myself knowing that I was not alone and to see so many 

Caribbean persons at the park. There were people from many Caribbean countries such as, 

Antigua and Barbuda, Dominica, Grenada, St. Vincent, Guyana, Bahamas, Barbados, Jamaica 

and Trinidad and Tobago. Although we arrived late most of the people were not there and as a 

result some of the dishes were on its way. People were sitting basically with their country mates 

or their friends whom they would have met here in Beijing or at their particular universities. I 

didn’t want to feel too uncomfortable standing watching everyone with their team or group of 

friends so I saw a small group playing a card game “Uno” and I quickly joined them. Every time 

there were a pause in the game we would break out into conversations about where we are from 

and how do we feel about Beijing and the people. I remembered one girl from Antigua saying 

“Caribbean people all the look the same and it’s hard to tell by watching the person. The moment 

you start to talk that’s when you can be able to guess or know which particular country they are 

from.” I totally agree with her and it is true. At 3pm lunch was serviced and “boy ooo boy” the 

food tasted great. Every dish that was there was delicious, it’s a great feeling to be eating food 

that you know for the first time after four (4) months. I think my eyes began to water while I was 

eating. I remembered while eating there were a huge amount of Chinese people standing around 

us, laughing and talking in amazement. I want to think that it was the first time for them seeing 

so many black persons together having a good time differently to how they would know fun to 

be. To add to that, some of these Chinese individuals were even taking pictures of us, some used 

us as a background for their pictures, parents were sending the kids to stand next to us as we eat, 

some called their friend or family relative and was showing them us in the background and 

others were taking a video of the moment that were having together. It felt uncomfortable 

because though it was my first time experiencing such a thing like this, they didn’t respect our 

space most of the time. The Chinese folks stood there for hours looking at us, but eventually got 

used to it and ignored them. There was a good amount of Trinidadians at the picnic, we of course 

made the most amount of noise with the cards games and music on our side of the picnic. There 

were even some people who came cross to join in the fun. We all had such a great time together, 

meeting new people and the chance to network with many different people as well.  
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As for classes, two of my core classes have been cancelled due preparations for our end of year 

final presentation together with my classmates. My schedule is a bit spacious with only my three 

core classes that remain together with my optional classes, however Aaliyah and I will be using 

the time to work on our duet for finals and there is a performance coming up that we are both 

will be performing for. With exams coming up soon all the students and teachers are busy 

working hard.  

I will say that the summer have finally begun with the hot blazing sun up to 35 degrees and the 

wonderful blue sky every day. No more air pollution in Beijing during the summer! I have also 

taken this time to visit the Beijing Zoo shopping Plaza for the first time with Aaliyah.  

This month is mother’s Day and I was not able to contact my mother due to the wi fi at the 

school being turned off because of a government business meeting happening in the country but 

at least I know that my mother know that I love her very much and she will understand. I will 

make sure to contact her as soon as the school’s wi fi is back up. As for the Chinese I don’t think 

that Mother’s Day is an international celebration for the Chinese folks.  

  


