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Coming down to the end of this month I will say that it was a bit rough and a stressful one, due to 

the lack of communication between my classmates and the international office of BDA where I 

was knowledgeable very last minute to the changes and or adjustments of my class times and 

cancelation of two of my core classes. I am disappointed that the classes are cancelled for the rest 

of the semester because I was truly learning a lot of material work and information where 

choreography is concern, however, I constrained through it. As for the rest of my classes, its 

coming down to the end as the teachers are planning and preparing for exams and final year 

performances from each department at the school. With that being said, Aaliyah and I have to work 

on a duet comprising all of the work and ideas that was learnt and presented during the year that 

we spent in BDA for our final performance to showcase to most of the teachers and students. This 

final performance will also be in partnership with our classmates just before they go head off to 

Unitec University, New Zealand.   

The country celebrated another major festival called “Dragon Boat Festival” from May 28th – 30th. 

This festival is also celebrated in Trinidad and Tobago for the Chinese community. There were 

quite a lot of foreigners from all over the world coming into Beijing China to experience this 

festival and too now is a great time for foreigners to visit Beijing because of the summer season 

here. At this festival there are many traditional rituals that takes place in China such as boat racing, 

family and friends gathering at selected locations, flying of kites at parks around the city, 

traditional food and presentation and of course holidays being given to the workforce.  

At this very same festival season happening at the school and the city of Beijing, Aaliyah and I 

were invited to perform at a three day event held by the African community in Beijing. This event 

was entitled “UMOJA” and this year is the second year of its existence. The purpose of the event 
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is to bring all persons from various communities, backgrounds and/or countries together in Beijing. 

On first day of the event which started on May 27th there was a talk seminar about Principles of 

Pan-Afrikanism, into the second day there was a talent night showcase from the various countries 

represented. And the third and final day was a picnic at Chaoyang Park and an After Party.  As for 

the performance, Aaliyah and I prepared a dance presentation of our culture. Everyone who came 

out at the event is very much still overwhelmed about the dance and how good it was and the 

professionalism that was portrayed on the performance night. We were approached by some many 

people at the end of the performance and to add to that some even asked us about performing at 

their event as well. The acting Ambassador from the Embassy of Trinidad and Tobago in Beijing, 

China, Ms. Ayesha Wharton thanked us and to share her gratitude about the dance piece, she was 

also in tears while speaking with us.  

As for the picnic on the final day of the event, it was a great and enjoyable one for me. Everyone 

who performed and participated in somewhat way for the events came out and we all had a great 

time together. I saw some familiar faces that I remembered from the previous picnic on May 01st 

as well. We played games that were organized by the committee members and some others that 

persons would have brought along with them. The food was pleasing at the picnic, all the Trinis 

who were going be present for the picnic we learned from the previous one, so we decided to come 

up with our own dishes to walk with at the picnic. The fun couldn’t sojourn! Even at the picnic 

people were still commending Aaliyah and I about the dance performance. After the picnic most 

of us moved to the After Party and it was inordinate.   

As its coming down to just weeks remaining for the end of this magnificent trip to Beijing Dance 

Academy and Beijing the butterflies and chills are coming on stronger each day. Every day my 

aim is to appreciate every moment that is presented to me whether it be at the school or out. 


